
BACKGROUND

In 2027, Liverpool will be at the heart of one of the world's most celebrated sporting events as the
Tour de France comes to the city.

As part of this landmark moment, Polka Dot Party will transform Princes Avenue into an
extraordinary cultural destination, creating a vibrant gathering place for residents, visitors and
cycling fans from across the globe.

Inspired by the iconic red polka dot jersey of the King of the Mountains competition, we envisage a
bold visual takeover of Princes Boulevard, with the area reimagined through colour, creativity and
atmosphere. This is not simply a dressing project. We are looking to create a temporary cultural
destination with its own identity, personality and energy.

We want to create a destination that celebrates local communities whilst welcoming national and
international visitors. A place where food, music, culture and conversation come together in an
environment that feels joyful, generous and full of discovery.

This commission presents an exciting opportunity for a creative individual, collective or
organisation to lead the scenic curation, visual identity and spatial experience of Polka Dot Party.

WHAT IS THE OPPORTUNITY?

We are looking for a designer, artist, collective or creative organisation to reimagine Princes
Avenue as the home of Polka Dot Party.

The successful applicant will be responsible for developing the overall aesthetic, environmental
dressing and spatial experience of the site, creating a distinctive destination that captures the
excitement of the Tour de France whilst creating the environment for a huge celebration. It is
important to recognise that this role will not be responsible for commissioning the content of the
Polka Dot Party. The Music and live performance line up as well as the food and drink offer will be
curated separately, using the spaces designed by this role to inform the best possible programme.
 
We are interested in proposals that think beyond decoration and consider how the whole site can
work together to create atmosphere, identity and a sense of place.

POLKA DOT PARTY SITE DRESSING &
DESIGN COMMISSION: TOUR DE FRANCE



THE COMMISSION MAY INCLUDE:

Large-scale visual interventions inspired by the iconic red polka dot motif.
Creative site dressing and environmental design.
Scenic treatments across streetscape and public realm.
Arrival moments and gateway features.
Social spaces, seating areas and audience dwell zones.
Ideas around creative integration of food, music, creative experiences and cultural activity.
Temporary structures and space interventions.
Wayfinding, audience flow and visual coherence across the site.
Daytime atmosphere creation.

We want visitors to feel they have entered somewhere special. A place of celebration,
congregation and creativity that reflects both the global significance of the Tour de France and the
unique spirit of Liverpool.

LOCALLY CONNECTED

Polka Dot Party should feel connected to the people who live, work and spend time ins and
around Princes Avenue.

We are looking for proposals that demonstrate meaningful approaches to how the space is
curated. We want applicants who are interested in listening, learning and building ideas inspired
by local people whilst maintaining a strong ambitious, artistic vision.

THIS COULD INCLUDE:

Community conversations.
Workshops and creative participation opportunities.
Co-design approaches.
Incorporating local stories, histories and identities into the final design.
The final experience should feel locally rooted whilst operating confidently on an international
stage.

WHAT ARE WE LOOKING FOR?

We are looking for creatives or organisations with experience and a passion for adapting
environments, finding ways to uplift existing spaces and transform them into exciting and
memorable destinations.

The successful applicant will have a strong understanding of how atmosphere, visual identity and
spatial design can work together to create a powerful audience experience.
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WE ARE SEEKING PEOPLE WHO HAVE:

Experience in festival dressing, environmental design, scenography, placemaking or public
realm activation.
A track record of creating high-quality, ambitious and accessible cultural environments.
A keen eye for curating spaces and creating distinctive visual identities.
Experience of site planning and understanding how audiences move through temporary
cultural spaces.
Knowledge of festival infrastructure, dressing, layout and organisation.
The ability to balance creative ambition with practical delivery.
Experience of working collaboratively with communities, stakeholders and delivery partners.
An understanding of how to create welcoming spaces that encourage people to gather, dwell
and celebrate.

We are particularly interested in hearing from applicants who understand how to work with what
already exists, revealing the potential of a place and enhancing its character rather than simply
covering it.

BUDGET

A total project budget of £30,000 is available to cover design and install, including: 

Artistic and creative direction.
Site dressing and environmental design.
Fabrication and production.
Materials and equipment.
Installation and de-installation.
Technical and/or freelance support.
Any specialist contractors required for delivery.
Oversight of installation and delivery.
Community engagement and consultation.
Project meetings and site visits.
Coordination with producers, stakeholders and delivery partners.

We are looking for proposals that demonstrate how this budget will be used creatively and
effectively to maximise visual impact and audience experience.
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KEY CONSIDERATIONS

The final proposal should:

Create a visually impactful destination. 
Use the polka dot motif in imaginative and contemporary ways.
Create a strong and memorable identity for Polka Dot Party.
Feel rooted in Princes Avenue and Liverpool.
Encourage audiences to gather, connect and celebrate.
Include opportunities for community participation and involvement.
Be practical and deliverable within budget and timescale.
Demonstrate an environmentally responsible approach.
Be suitable for a busy outdoor public environment.

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Please submit:

Name and contact details.
Location and organisation (if applicable).
CV, portfolio or website.
Examples of relevant previous projects and experience.
A short statement outlining your interest in the commission.
Initial ideas for the transformation of Princes Avenue and the creation of a unique identity for
Polka Dot Party.
An outline budget demonstrating how the available funding would be allocated.
Information on any proposed collaborators or partners.
Visual responses are strongly encouraged. Sketches, mood boards, precedent images,
concept drawings and early spatial ideas are all welcome as part of your submission.
We are interested in understanding both your creative vision and your approach to delivery.
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

Applications will be assessed against the following areas:

1.Artistic Quality
   The strength, originality and ambition of the creative vision.

2.Place & Experience
  The quality of the proposed transformation of Princes Avenue and the strength of the overall site 
  identity.

3.Local Connection
   The quality of the proposed engagement with local communities and stakeholders.

4.Deliverability
   Evidence that the proposal can be realised successfully within the available budget and 
   timeframe.

5.Value for Money
  A clear and realistic approach to budget allocation and project delivery.

6.Environmental Sustainability
  Consideration of materials, production methods, future reuse and environmental impact.

PROCESS

Commission Open: 18 October 2026
Expression of Interest Deadline: 2 October 2026
Submit To: eliza.willis@liverpool.gov.uk 
Shortlisted Teams Notified: 26 October 2026
Final Proposals Submitted: 13 November 2026
Commission Awarded: December 2027
Community Engagement & Design Development: January 2027
Production Period: March - July 2027
Polka Dot Party Delivery: 2 July 2027
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